
VI/418/1
Notified in A.C.Is. 22nd April 1942
Effective date 29th December, 1941

libyan refugee battalion
(arab personnel)

Consisting of—
	 Battalion headquarters; headquarters company of  reconnaissance, pioneer and administrative 
platoons; 4 rifle companies each of  3 platoons and 4 sections.

War establishment
(i) Personnel

Detail
Ba

tt
al

io
n 

he
ad

qu
ar

te
rs

Headquarter company
4 rifle companies 

(each)

To
ta

l, 
Li

by
an

 re
fu

ge
e 

ba
tt

al
io

n

C
om

pa
ny

 
he

ad
qu

ar
te

rs

R
ec

on
na

iss
an

ce
 

pl
at

oo
n

Pi
on

ee
r p

la
to

on

A
dm

in
ist

ra
tiv

e 
pl

at
oo

n

To
ta

l, 
he

ad
qu

ar
te

rs
 

co
m

pa
ny

C
om

pa
ny

 
he

ad
qu

ar
te

rs

3 
pl

at
oo

ns
 (e

ac
h)

To
ta

l, 
ea

ch
 c

om
pa

ny

Mulazimeen 1 1 1 1 3 14
Total, officers 1 1 1 1 3 14

Sol, grade I 1 1
Sol, grade II 1 1 1 1 5
Sol, grade III 1 1 1

Total, warrant officers 1 1 1 2 1 1 7
Shawish cook 1 1 1
M.T. shawish 1 1 1
Provost shawish 1 1
Medical shawish 1 1
Officers’ mess shawish 1 1 1
Shawishiya 1 1 2 1 3 14

Total, shawishiya 2 1 1 3 5 1 3 19
Ombashiiya (includes 12 wajuk 
shawishiya) (a)

4 5 5 7 17 4 12 69

Anfar (includes 58 wakil onbashiya) 41 3 23 17 37 80 7 37 118 593
Total, rank and file 45 3 28 22 44 97 7 41 130 662
Total, other ranks 48 4 29 23 48 104 8 42 134 688
Total, Libyan refugee battalion 
(Arab personnel) 49 4 30 23 48 105 8 43 137 702

(ii) Distribution of  rank and file by trades and duties

Pioneers 20 20 20
Clerks 1 1 2 1 1 6
Armourers 2 2 2
Shoemaker 1 1 1
Batmen 7 1 2 1 2 6 3 1 6 37
Butcher 1 1 1
Drivers, I.C. 4 1 1 1 15 18 2 2 30
Reconnaissance personnel 25 25 25
L.M.G. numbers and riflemen 40 120 480
Strecher bearers 20 20
Sanitary orderlies 5 5 5
Officers’ mess servants 3 3 3
Regimental police 9 9
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Storemen 2 2 1 1 6
Water duties (will also act as postmen) 3 3
Cooks 12 12 12
Orderly 1 1
Officers’ mess cook 1 1
Total, rank and file 45 3 28 22 44 97 7 41 130 662

(a) Includes 1 tumergia, 1 for officers’ mess, 2 police, 3 drivers, 1 armourer, 1 sanitary duties, 1 storman, 
1 cook and 1 per section in reconnaissance platoon, pioneer platoon and rifle platoon.
(b) Only a total of  2 British officers will be held for all battalions in Libyan Arab Force.

Notes
1. For British personnel and transport see W.E. for a Refugee Battalion.
2. For table of  weapons and ammunition see W.E. for a Refuge Battalion
3. First reinforcements—
	 British officers			   (b)1
	M ulazimeen			        1
	S ol, grade II			        1
	 Bulak amin			        1
	S hawishiya			        2
	 Onbashiya			        6
	 Wakil onbashiya			        5
	A nfar				       43
		T  otal			      60


