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ISSUED
25 SEPT ‘43

armoUrED brIgaDE groUP SIgnal SqUaDron
aUSTralIan corPS of SIgnalS

consisting of  –

Squadron headquarters
administrative and maintenance troop
armourd brigade group headquarters troop
cipher section type f (seperate W.E.)
Wireless troop
Three armoured regiments troops
motot regiment troop

War ESTablIShmEnT
(i) Summary of  ranks

Detail
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major 1 1
captains 1 1 2
lieutenants 1 1 (a)2 (a)2 10

Total, officers 1 1 1 2 2 2 13
Squadron sergean-major 1 1
foreman of  signals quartermaster-sergeant 1 1

Total, warrant officers 2 2
Squadron quartermaster-sergeant 1 1
Technical sergeant 1 1
Transport sergeant 1 1
Sergeant electricians (signals) 1 3
Sergeants 2 2 1 5

Total, staff-sergeants and sergeants 3 2 2 1 1 11
corporals 1 4 3 11 2 2 27
Signalmen 1 27 25 71 14 19 185

Total, rank and file 2 31 28 82 16 21 (b)212
Total, other ranks 2 36 30 84 17 22 225
Total, all ranks 3 37 31 86 19 24 238

attached
a.a.c.c. –

Sergeant 1 1
corporal 1 1
Privates (trade group II) 2 2

Total, all ranks including attached 3 41 31 86 19 24 242
(ii) Distribution of  rank and file by trades and duties

Trade group I
Electricians (signals) (c)6 (c)4 (c)8 26
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fitters (signals) (c)2 2
Instrument mechanics (c)6 (c)3 (c)3 18

Trade group II
lineman (signals) (c)8 8
operators (signals) (c)5 (d)77 3 3 94

Trade group III
clerks (c)1 (c)1 2
Despatch riders (c)10 10
Driver-mechanics 3 1 3 1 1 11
Technical storeman 1 1

non-specialists
Drivers, m.T. for vehicles 9 3 3 4 25
Drivers, m.T. for duty as –

batmen 1 1 4
batmen-drivers 1 1 1 2 1 1 9
hygiene dutyman 1 1

general dutyman 1 1
Total, rank and file 2 31 28 82 16 21 212

(iii) Transport
car, 6-seater, utility 1 1
armoured command vehicle 2 2
Trucks, ¼-ton 1 12 2 1 2 20
Trucks, 15-cwt. –

g.S. 4 3 1 3 17
armoured personnel (wireless) 1 1
office, signals 1 1
office unit 1 1
Wireless, signals 17 17

Trucks, 3-ton –
g.S. 2 1 3
a.a.l.m.g. 1 1 1 3
battery charging (signals) 3 1 4 10
machinery (less internal fitments) 1 1
Water 1 1

Trailers, 2-wheeled –
Petrol-electric generator 3 1 4 10

Total, vehicles (excluding trailers) 1 14 17 23 5 8 78

(iv) Table of  weapons and ammunition

Detail number

ammunition - rounds
on man 
or with 

gun
reserve Total

Pistols, .38-inch 67 12 402 1,206
rifles, .303-inch 110 25 6,000 8,750



Detail number

ammunition - rounds
on man 
or with 

gun
reserve Total

rifles, .303-inch for attached personnel 4 20 80
Sub machine guns 61 200 24,400 36,600
a.a.l.m.gs., .303-inch 10 1,000 5,000 15,000
Tk. a. rifles, .55-inch 5 200 200 1,200
Truck, 15-cwt., armoured personnel (wireless) –

l.m.g., .303-inch 1 1,000 500 1,500
Pistol, signal 1 12 6 18

(v) organization
note This organization may be varied, within the numbers of  ranks, tradesmen and vehcles 

provided, according to tactical or administrative requirements.
SqUaDron hEaDqUarTErS

car, 6-seater, utility major
corporal clerk
batman-driver
reception set
l.m.g. and 1,000 rounds

P
r

Smg

Total
Personnel

officer                                     1
other ranks                            2

Weapons
Pistol                                             1
rifle                                               1
Sub machine gun                         1
l.m.g.                                           1

aDmInISTraTIVE anD maInTEnancE TrooP
headquarters

Truck, 15-cwt., g.S.                                                                 1            lieutenant
batman-driver

P
Smg

administrative sub-section
Truck, 15-cwt., g.S.                                                                 2 Squadron quartermaster-sergeant

Driver, m.T.
P

Smg
Truck, 15-cwt., office unit Squadron sergeant-major

corporal, clerk
Driver, m.T.

P
r

Smg
Truck, 3-ton, g.S.                                                                    1 Sergeant cook

corporal cook
2 cooks
Driver, m.T.
cooking sets

r
r
2r

Smg

Truck, 3-ton, g.S.                                                                    2 Driver, m.T.
Petrol

r

Truck, 3-ton, a.a.l.m.g. Transport sergeant
Technical storeman
hygiene dutyman
Driver-mechanic
l.m.g. and 1,000 rounds

r
r
r

Smg

Truck, 3-ton, water Driver, m.T.
general duytman

r
r

maintenance sub-section
Truck, ¼-ton Instrument mechanic

fitter (signals)
r
r

Truck, 15-cwt., g.S.                                                                 3 foreman of  signals
corporal instrument mechanic
Driver, m.T.
Technical stores

P
r

Smg



Truck, 15-cwt., g.S.                                                                 4 Electrician (signals)
Instrument mechanic
Driver, m.T.
charging set

r
r

Smg

Trucks, 3-ton, battery charging (signals)                   1 and 2
(each)

Electrician (signals)
Instrument mechanic
Driver, m.T.
charging set
Draws trailer

r
r

Smg

Truck, 3-ton, battery charging (signals)                               3 2 electricians (signals)
Driver-mechanic
charging set
l.m.g. and 1,000 rounds
Draw trailer

2r
Smg

Truck, 3-ton, machinery less internal fitments Technical sergeant
corporal electrician (signals)
corporal fitter (signals)
Instrument mechanic
Driver-mechanic
Technical workshop
Tk. a. rifle and 200 rounds

r
r
P
r

Smg

Total
Personnel

officer                                            1
other ranks                                 40

Weapons
Pistols                                                 6
rifles                                                 24
Sub machine guns                           11
l.m.gs.                                              2
Tk. a. rifles                                        1

armoUrED brIgaDE groUP hEaDqUarTErS TrooP
headquarters

Truck, ¼-ton                                                                            1 Sergeant P
Truck, 15-cwt., g.S.                                                                 1 captain

batman-driver
P

Smg
cable detachment

Truck, ¼-ton                                                                            2 Sergeant P
Trucks, 15-cwt., g.S.                                                    2 and 3

(each)
2 linemen (signals)
Driver, m.T.
10 miles of  cable
building party

2r
Smg

Truck, 3-ton, g.S. corporal lineman (signals)
3 linemen (signals)
Driver-mechanic
mechanical cable layer
10 miles of  cable
laying party

r
3r

Smg

operating sub-section
Truck, 15-cwt., office, signals corporal operator (signals)

4 operators (signals)
Driver, m.T.

r
4r

Smg
carried in available transport 6 attached orderlies from headquarters, armoured 

brigade group
Despatch rider sub-section

Truck, ¼-ton                                                                            3 corporal despatch rider P
Trucks, ¼-ton                                                                     4-12

(each)
Despatch rider P

Total
Personnel

officer                                            1
other ranks                                 30

Weapons
Pistols                                       13
rifles                                         13
Sub machine guns                     5



WIrElESS TrooP
fighting

armoured command vehicle                                                 1 officer commanding armoured brigade group signal 
squadron
3 seats for brigade staff
corporal operator (signals)
operator (signals)
Driver-mechanic
Wireless sets
l.m.g. and 1,000 rounds

P
P

Smg

armoured command vehicles                                               2 corporal operatro (signals)
operator (signals)
Driver-mechanic
cipher operator
3 seats for brigade staff
Wireless sets
l.m.g. and 1,000 rounds

P
P

Smg

carried in tanks of  armoured brigade group headquarters 10 operators (signals) 10P
non-fighting

Truck, ¼-ton                                                                            1 Sergeant P
Truck, ¼-ton                                                                            2 lieutenant

batman-driver
P

Smg
Truck, 15-cwt., g.S. captain

batman-driver
reception set

P
Smg

Trucks, 15-cwt., wireless, signals                                     1 - 3
(each)

corporal operator (signals)
2 operators (signals)
1 seat for brigade staff
Wireless set

r
r,Smg

Trucks, 15-cwt., wireless, signals                                     4 - 8
(each)

corporal operator (signals)
2 operators (signals)
Wireless set

r
r,Wmg

Trucks, 15-cwt., wireless, signals                                   9 - 17
(each)

3 operators (signals)
Wireless set

2r,Smg

Truck, 3-ton, a.a.l.m.g. Sergeant
corporal operator (signals) (relief )
11 operators (signals) (relief )
Driver-mechanic
l.m.g. and 1,000 round

r
P

11P
Smg

Total
Personnel

officers                                   2
other ranks                          84

Weapons
Pistols                                      29
rifles                                        35
Sub machine guns                  22
l.m.gs.                                      3

ThrEE armoUrED rEgImEnT TrooPS (Each)
Truck, ¼-ton lieutenant

batman-driver
P

Smg
Truck, 15-cwt., g.S.                                                                 1 Sergeant electrician (signals)

Instrument mechanic
Driver, m.T.
reception set
Technical workshop and stores

r
r

Smg

Truck, 15-cwt., g.S.                                                                 2 corporal instrument mechanic
2 operators (signals)
Driver, m.T.

r
2P

Smg



Truck, 15-cwt., g.S.                                                                 3 2 electricians (signasl)
Instrument mechanic
Driver, m.T.
charging sets

2r
r

Smg

Truck, 3-ton battery charging (signals) corporal electrician (signals)
Electrician (signals)
Driver-mechanic
charging set
l.m.g. and 1,000 rounds
Tk. a. rifle and 200 round
Draws trailer

r
r

Smg

carried in tanks of  regimental headquarters , armoured 
regiment

lieutenant
operator (signals)

P
P

carried in transport of  armoured regiment batman r
Total

Personnel
officers                                 2
other ranks                        17

Weapons
Pistols                                      5
rifles                                        9
Sub machine guns                  5
l.m.g.                                     1  
Tk. a. rifle                               1

moTor rEgImEnT TrooP
Truck, ¼-ton                                                                            1 Sergeant P
Truck, ¼-ton                                                                            2 lieutenant

batman-driver
P

Smg
Truck, 15-cwt., armoured personnel (wireless) 3 operators (signals)

2 i/c motor regiment
Wireless set

2r,Smg

Truck, 3-ton, a.a.l.m.g. corporal instrument mechanic
2 instrument mechanics
Driver-mechanic
reception set
l.m.g. and 1,000 rounds
Tk. a. rifle and 200 rounds

r
2r

Smg

Truck, 3-ton battery charging (signals)                                1 corporal electrician (signals)
Electrician (signals)
Driver, m.T.
charging set
Draws trailer

r
r

Smg

Trucks, 3-ton, battery charging (signals)                        2 - 4
(each)

2 electricians (signals)
Driver, m.T.
charging set
Draws trailer

2r
Smg

carried in transport of  motor regiment lieutenant
batman

P
r

Total
Personnel

officers                                    2
other ranks                           22

Weapons
Pistols                                       3
rifles                                       14
Sub machine guns                   7
l.m.g.                                      1
Tk. a. rifle                                1

(a) Includes one lieutenant who will be attached to either an armoured regiment or a motot 
regiment for regimental duties.

(b) one man will be trained to repari boots as a part time employment. The driver of  the truck, 
3-ton, water will also be trained in water duties.

(c) Includes or is a corporal.
(d) Includes 11 corporals.



noTES on fIrST rEInforcEmEnTS anD aTTachED
Details left at base

first reinforcements –
Sergeant 1
rank and file (including 2 corporals) 13

(includes –
Electricians (signals) (trade group I) 2
Instrument mechanic (trade group I) 1
lineman (signals) (trade group II) 1
operators (signals) (trade group II) 5
Despatch rider (trade group III) 1
Driver-mechanic (trade group III) 2)

Total 14
attached –

orderlies 6
from headquarters, armoured brigade group (attached to armoured brigade 
group headquarters troop for checks, delivery of  messages and for duty at 
dropping stations)


